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HOMEWORK POLICY/GUIDELINES STATEMENT

 
Introduction
 
This policy has been worked out collectively by Governors and Staff.  It is the product of 
consultation, discussion and shared understanding.  This document outlines the purpose, 
nature and management of Homework at St. Godric's School. 
 
Rationale
 
The Governing Body and Staff support the view that a good, well organised homework 
programme helps children to develop the skills and attitudes needed for successful, 
independent and lifelong learning.  We believe that homework supports the development of 
independent learning skills, and is an important aspect in the establishment of a positive 
partnership between home and school. 
 
In its 1996/97 Annual report, OFSTED stated that, "homework is important at all stages in a 
child's education...when used properly, it extends the challenge open to the pupil and ensures 
that teaching time is used to maximum effect". 
 
According to Government Guidelines, "homework need not, and should not, get in the way of 
other activities which they may do after school - such as sport, music and clubs of all kinds". 
 
Entitlement
 
The Staff aim to provide a relevant, broad and balanced curriculum which fulfils the pupils 
needs and satisfies the current statutory requirements, enabling all pupils to maximise their 
full potential. 
 
The Staff believe that homework should be provided for all pupils in a Catholic, Christian 
atmosphere of equality and opportunity, regardless of age, sex gender cultural diversity, or 
special educational needs.  There should be no bias in learning experiences and teaching 
styles. 
 
All pupils are entitled to:- 
 

homework tasks which are relevant to their individual needs, age and ability, and which 
are appropriate to their current work in class; 
homework which develops their independent study skills; 
have their homework marked in line with the school's current marking policy; 
receive appropriate feedback, praise and encouragement, where their achievements are 
recognised and celebrated. 

 
The Governing Body and Staff acknowledge the importance of: 
 

formulating a whole school policy and guidelines for the provision of homework in line 



with DFEE guidance; 
informing parents/carers of reasons for providing homework in its various forms, and 
how they can help their children at home. 

 
 
 
 
Teaching Staff are entitled to:- 
 

co-operation from parents/carers to ensure that homework is completed with 
appropriate support for pupils; 
receive homework from pupils that is well presented. 

 
Aims
 
The Governing Body and Staff believe that Homework should enable:- 
 

pupils to raise their standards of achievement; 
pupils to consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in Literacy 
and Numeracy; 
opportunities for learning to be extended by the use of resources beyond those provided 
by the school; 
pupils to develop the confidence and self-discipline needed to study on their own, and 
preparing them for the requirements of the next stage in their education; 
parents/carers, pupils and school to develop an effective partnership; 
a regular programme to be in place so that everyone - teachers, pupils and 
parents/carers know what to expect each week. 

 
Outcomes
 
Pupils will:- 
 

develop a sense of enjoyment and achievement through working independently; 
raise their awareness of how knowledge can be acquired and absorbed; 
have opportunities to practise skills and increase their knowledge; 
be actively involved in their learning; 
leave this school with skills that enable them to study independently in preparation for 
homework in the next stage of their education. 

 
Parents/carers will:- 
 

share a common understanding of the school curriculum with teachers and pupils; 
accept a shared responsibility for their child's learning. 

 
 
 
 
 
Implementation
 



As already stated, to be effective, homework needs to be part of the partnership between 
school and parents/carers. 
 
Parents/carers need to know what homework has been set, how it should be done and when it 
is to be completed and returned to school.  This we aim to try and achieve through a 
Homework Record Book, which is based on the school's Reading Record Book.  These books 
allow a two way exchange of information and comments that are of benefit to the school, 
parents/carers and, in later years, the pupils themselves. 
 
In Reception, developing a partnership is the main objective, actively involving 
parents/carers in their children's learning, mainly through hearing them read and reading to 
them.  Jolly Phonics activities will also be practised at home, especially in the first term, 
alongside simple early years activities, such as, "bring in something yellow". 
 
Key Stage 1- homework will still be mainly reading, but will extend to cover short activities 
of different kinds - simple games, learning spellings (R - 5 per week, Y1 - 6/8 per week, Y2 - 
8-15 per week), learning tables/number facts, and, in Class 2, research/extension activities for 
the class topic. 
 
Key Stage 2 - homework should increasingly provide opportunities for children to develop 
skills of independent learning.  It is important that children get into the habit of regularly 
devoting time to doing homework.  There will still be an emphasis on reading regularly.  In 
Class 3, activities given as homework will include learning spellings/tables, Maths and 
Literacy activities, topic related research and, if necessary, handwriting practise.  The same 
kind of activities will be gives as homework in Class 4, but to a more challenging standard 
and requiring more independence. Alongside these activities, science homework will also be 
given a priority on a regular basis. 
 
Time Allocation
 
The precise amount of time spent on homework is less important the the quality of tasks set 
and the way these tasks are planned to support learning.  A regular pattern is also important 
so that all parties know what is expected, e.g.  spellings given on a Monday for a test on 
Friday. 
 
The following table shows St. Godric's approximate time allocation for Homework: 
 

Year Group Time Allocation Per Week 
Years 1 and 2 1 hour per week 
Years 3 and 4 1.5 hours per week (3 times per week) 
Years 5 and 6 2 hours per week (3 times per week) 
 
 
On days when there is no homework activity set, the children and parents/carers should also 
be encouraged, in addition, to read on their own or with others for approximately 20 minutes. 
 
 
Special Education Needs and More Able Pupils
 
Setting the right type and amount for either set of these children is not always easy.  Some 



may benefit from separate tasks, on the other hand, it is important that they should do as 
much in common with other chidlren as possible. 
 
Setting appropriate homework, which does not demand too much or too little of children and 
their parents, needs a great deal of thought. 
 
Tasks should: 

have a clear focus and time guideline; 
give plenty of opportunity for pupils to succeed; 
help develop social as well as other skills where necessary; 
be varied, not always written assignments; 
be manageable for teachers. 

 
Role of Parents/Carers
 
In general terms, parents/carers should, in the Government's view, be encouraged to: 

provide a reasonable, peaceful and suitable place in which their children can do their 
homework - alone, or, more often for younger chilren, with an adult; 
make it clear that they value homework, and support the school in explaining that it can 
help in their learning; 
encourage their children and praise them when they have completed their homework or 
done well with it, do not put pressure upon them. 

 
Our school would like to encourage parents/carers to: 

be aware of the Homework Record Book, check it regularly and comment in it if 
necessary; 
if their child is in KS1, to do homework in pencil and not to use capital letters with 
Class 1 children; 
encourage children to complete their tasks and to present them well; 
leave the task to another time if children are tired, don't perservere; 
use the method 'Look/Cover/Say/Write' to learn spellings with their children; 
practise times tables regularly with children, e.g. on car journeys, at the table, as games 
- make it fun! 
contact school at any time if they are unsure about the methods to use to help their child 
with their homework. 

 
 
This policy will be reviewed within a given period of time, or sooner, if National or Local 
circumstances change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Policy Review
 
The Governors and Staff recognise the need to keep this policy and the implementation 
procedures under review in order to maintain and, where necessary, improve the present 
practices. 
 
This policy will be reviewed in...2002........................................ 
 
This policy was approved by the Governing Body in November 
1999..................................................... 
 
Signature................................................... 
 
Date..................................................... 
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