
WRITING ACTIVITIES  
During this term the children will be:  
 Writing an adventure story (developing reading and writing stamina 

to write longer pieces of work). 
 Describing characters and settings using adjectives and adverbs. 
 Writing a ’tunnel’ story with a different character arc than The Tunnel 

by Anthony Browne.  
 Writing and punctuating direct speech and exploration of writing 

screen plays (mainly y3 focus) 
 Newspaper reports— linked to various topics throughout the term. 
 Non-chronological report—about Italy and the Romans. 
 Focusing on letter formation and joining (year 3). 

To help your child at home you could practise spellings from the 
spelling lists sent home in their homework books. 
 
READING ACTIVITIES 
 Weekly guided reading and reading comprehension. 
 Individual reading and Lexia. 
 We will focus on inference and prediction skills. 
 We will look at the different types of questions in reading            

comprehension and how to answer them. 
We will read as a class: 
The Tunnel by Anthony Browne 
Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown 

To help your child at home please read at least twice per week and 
write a comment in the reading record. Please ask questions about 
what your child has read. 
Re-reading books for fluency is also important and I will often send books 
home to read again. 
 
MATHEMATICS ACTIVITIES 
The children will practise times tables and mental skills daily.  
I will be introducing ‘speed tables’ and other games. Children will also be 
able to access ‘Times Table’s Rockstars’ on the class computers. 
 We will focus on fluency, reasoning and problem solving in           

multiplication, division and fractions. 
We will revise and solve problems for number, addition and subtraction 
through mental maths and arithmetic.  

It is very important to practise times tables recall at school and 
home, as being secure in multiplication and division facts will greatly 
help the children to ‘reason and problem solve’ and understand    
fractions. To help your child at home, continue to practise 2, 5, 10 
times tables facts (year 2/3) and 3, 4, 8 times table facts (year 3).   
 

 



R.E.  

 Journeys (Domestic Church) 

 Listening and Sharing (Eucharist) 

 Giving all (Lent) 

SCIENCE ACTIVITIES  

 Children will look at light and shadows and use working               
scientifically to find out how light travels and how to stay safe in the 
sun. 

 We will investigate, sort and classify different rocks and soils in our 
Rock topic (including looking at the different types of rocks near 
volcanoes). 

HISTORY  ACTIVITIES  

We will study: Significant people and events in British History 

What did the Romans do for us?  

(43AD—410AD) 

COMPUTING 

 E-Safety—Cyberbullying and what to do if you receive impolite 
messages. How to be a good digital citizen? 

 Digital literacy— Creating posters and adverts using publisher. 

 Computing— Turtle logo and Scratch. 

GEOGPRAPHY  

Why does Italy shake and roar? 

 Geographical and locational knowledge of Europe. 

 Locating countries and cities of Europe on a map. 

 Investigating the physical and human geography of Italy including 
extreme weather patterns.  

MUSIC 

 We will be following the Durham Music Service Scheme ‘Friendship 
song’ to explore percussion and singing skills.  

 Year 3 will have weekly ukulele lessons on a Thursday afternoon.  

 

 

 

P.E. 

REMINDER: A number of children continually do not have the cor-
rect kit. Please check your child has a FULL P.E. kit available in 
school.  

This term we will be participating in gymnastics and SAQ (Speed, Agility 
and Quickness) sessions with a coach.  

ART AND DESIGN 

We will be using our sketch pads to do line drawings focusing on line, 
tone, shading and pencil skills as well as printing and using charcoal to 
draw flowers. We will look at and replicate the work of Claude Monet.  

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

 The children will develop their understanding of frame structures 
and how they can be strengthened and stiffened.  

 We will discover information about a key event involving a kite that 
helped shape the world.  

 We will gain knowledge and understanding about the parts and 
shapes of kites and use this to design, create and evaluate their 
own kites.  

HOMEWORK 

Homework: Spellings and homework given on a Friday to be handed in 
Wednesday. Class rewards are given for each task completed. PLEASE 
NOTE: Reading and Lexia are also a part of weekly homework and 
should be completed at home on a regular basis. 

 

REMINDERS 

PLEASE make sure your child has their reading record and books in their 
bag every day. 

15th January—2.30pm Hanukkah Assembly  

6th March—Educational visit to Durham Archaeological Museum. 

VOLUNTEERS! I would greatly appreciated CRB-checked volunteers 
to assist with school trips and listening to children read in Class 2. 
Please let me know if you are interested!  

If you need any help with your child’s learning at home or have any ques-
tions please contact the school office to make an appointment or to allow 
me to contact you to discuss any queries.  

Many Thanks, Mrs Sherrard.  

 


