
 

Welcome back to a new school year and to the first newsletter of the year. It is great to see everyone back looking so fit and 

healthy and we all look forward to a successful school year. 

As always, we look forward to working in partnership with you as parents and guardians so that we can help your children be 

happy and achieve their full potential while in our care. 

Website 

Our school has a website. Our school policies are on 

there, and we will keep updating the events & dates. The 

school holiday dates are also on there. The web address 

is: 

http://www.st-godrics.durham.sch.uk/ 

We will also keep our newsletters on there too. 

 

MacMillan Coffee Afternoon  

Friday 28th September @ 2pm 

Thank you to Friends of the School for 
organising and holding this very         
important event. 

Details will follow. 

 

Welcome 

I’d like to begin by welcoming all of our new children who have joined us this year: 

Hayden, Sam, Jayden, William, Scarlett, Tom, Sam & Lucian. 

I would also like to welcome Mrs Monaghan to our School Office Team.  Mrs Monaghan will be working in the office on     

Fridays  and at other times during the week. 

THIS NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE IN LARGE PRINT– PLEASE CONTACT 

SCHOOL OFFICE IF NEEDED 

10 09 2018 

Internet Safety Reminder 
 
We will continue to send out any information we receive in school about how to keep your children safe on the internet. 
In the meantime, please make sure you have parental control settings on devices that your children are    using and check 
often to make sure they are safe.  Ideally, children only use internet programmes when a parent or responsible adult is with 
them. 

Rights Respecting School Award 
 

In October 2017 we achieved the UNICEF UK Rights Respecting 
School Award Level 1. 
 
This means that as a school, we are committed to placing the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) at the heart of our 
ethos and we are a rights-respecting school. 
 
Throughout this academic year, we will be striving to achieve the 
Gold Award, and we will keep you updated  about our progress. 

http://www.st-godrics.durham.sch.uk/


Holidays: 

The Government continue to have tight rules concerning taking leave of   absence in term 
time. 
The head teacher is only allowed to grant any ‘leave of absence’ in “exceptional             
circumstances”, and these can only be very exceptional  circumstances. 
 
PLEASE be aware of the law when planning holidays in the future. 
 
Please note: NO absences will be authorised in May. This is an important assessment time, including Y6 SATs, and pupils 
must not miss work at this point.  Year 2 pupils will also be required to be assessed during May. 
 
SATS week for year 6 pupils is from  Monday 13th May—17th May 

 
 

A Few Reminders! 

Jewellery: Reminder 

Governors agreed that the school policy would 

be that NO jewellery is allowed to be worn in 

school for health & safety reasons. Children will 

be asked to remove any & it will be kept safe for 

a parent to collect. In the case of earrings,     

parents will be asked to come down to school to 

remove the earrings if a child is unable to do this 

themselves. 

This is also the case for any make-up, nail      

varnish or heels. 

Haircuts: 

Governors agreed that the school policy would be—only             

appropriate haircuts for school should be permitted. This means 

no patterns to be shaved into heads – this includes the ‘v’ shape 

that is shaved down the back of children’s heads. 

 

Packed Lunch Policy 

Our packed lunch policy is in place. No 

crisps (except baked crisps) and no 

chocolate or sweets will be allowed.  

There should be no chocolate yoghurts 

or anything else containing chocolate.  

A piece of cake or 2 biscuits is allowed. 

There are lots of alternatives to crisps 

such as bread sticks, crackers etc. 

A copy of the policy is on  the website. 

One is held in the school office if you 

would like a copy, or if you need to 

speak to us about this, please don’t 

hesitate to contact school. 

 
Medication: 

No medication is allowed in school unless it has been prescribed by a doctor 

and must be taken 4 times per day or more. If this is the case, an adult must 

bring the medicine to school & collect it, and must fill in a medication form at 

the office. 

Dogs: 

No dogs on school premises please. 
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Names in clothes: 

As you will realise, it can be a great     

problem identifying which clothes belong 

to who when the children all wear         

uniform. PLEASE put names in your       

children’s clothes, coats & on their book 

bags. 

Money in school: 

Please remember to put any money 

sent into school in an envelope  clearly 

marked with your child’s name and 

what the money is for.   



Absence: 

If your child is going to be absent, please inform 

school before 9.30am so that we 

know that they are safe. 

 
Breakfast Club 

Children can enter breakfast club from 7:45 and they need to be 

signed in every time by an adult. 

Cost of breakfast club : £1.50 per day 

Last entry is at 8:30. 

We are very grateful to our volunteers who help out each week 

and we are currently looking for other adults who could commit 

to helping.  

Birthdays 

The staff are happy to hand out cake for children’s     

birthdays but could you please send in individual small 

cakes or biscuits as sharing out big cakes can be quite  

difficult  when there is only 1 member of staff in the 

classroom. 

Thank you 

PE kit 
Can I please remind you that all pupils should wear gym shoes for 
PE lessons  taking place in the hall.  
Trainers are only worn for PE when lessons are held outside. 
PE kit consists of black shorts and a white T-shirt. Leggings or 
jogging pants are allowed for outdoor PE sessions. 
Thank you. 

Morning supervision: 
Staff will be on the yard from 8:45. 

A member of staff will be present at the 
gate each morning to greet your child. 

IMPORTANT    -   Parent Information Meetings 

Finally, I would like to mention Parent Information Meetings. The idea of these meetings is to give you a 

chance to meet your child’s teacher.  

Teachers will share with you their expectations of the children, details about homework and information 

relevant to your child’s year group. 

1-1 consultations with your child’s teacher are held later in the term (see dates sheet). If you need to 

speak to your child’s teacher before then, please do not hesitate to contact school and make an          

appointment. 

If your child has already spent 1 year with their teacher, please do not feel that you need to attend.  

Mrs Reineck has taught all of the children in Class 4 before, so she will not be holding a Parent ’s          

Information Meeting. She will however be holding a SATs meeting for Year 6 parents. (see Class News-

letter.) 
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Late Book: 

If your child is late on arrival to school, please 

come into the building and complete the Late 

Book. It will only take a moment of your time, but 

it will help us to identify reasons for lateness.  

It is so important for children that they start the 

day in a consistent routine, so we try our best to 

support you so that all children are in school on 

time. 



Notices around School Dinners 

 School dinners now cost £2.05 per day/ £10.25 per week. 

 If children on packed lunches would like a school dinner on Fishy Friday, they are 

very welcome. Could an adult please notify the school office. 

 If you would like to change from school dinners to packed lunches or vice versa, 

please can you notify the school office. Please note that you need to give the     

office 2 weeks notice. 

 Due to changes in administration processes, we can no longer accept cheques for 

the payment of school dinners. School dinners can either be paid for in cash or via 

Parent Pay. 

 If paying by cash, it would really helpful for office staff, if Dinner Money could be 

paid on a Monday and sent into school in a marked envelope. 

Dates for your Diary so far 
Monday 17th September         Parents Information Meeting Class 2   4pm 

Thursday 20th September       Parents Information Meeting Class 1   3:15pm 

    Parents Information Meeting Class 3   4 pm 

Monday 24th September         Welcome liturgy for new starters 2:30 pm Families welcome 

28th September              MacMillan – coffee afternoon in school hall 2pm  (details to follow) 

18th October   Cross Country Festival (details will be sent out nearer the time) 

Half term week—22nd October 26th October 

31st October               Fancy Dress Disco – 3pm – 4.30pm 

28th November    Parents’ Evening – please make an appointment 

5th December     Class 1 Christmas Stay & Play with your children  1:30—3pm       

7th December     Christmas Fayre 

12th  December    2pm – Nativity Play  for children in Key Stage 1 

19th December    Rec, Year 1 & Year 2 Christmas Party 

20th December                       Years 3,4,5 & 6 Christmas  Party 

Friday 21st December BREAK UP FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

Monday 7th January             RETURN TO SCHOOL 

Please note further dates will be arranged for masses and the Christmas Carol Concert in church. Dates 

will be confirmed with Father Ian, and then we will update you. 

With regards to Remembrance, we will be focussing on the end of the Great War from 29th October, up 

until Remembrance Sunday. We will be marking this event in school and again we will update you once 

dates are confirmed. 

Letters and information regarding after school clubs will be sent out separately. 


