
SYNOD THEMES 
The three Synod themes are: 
1. Communion:  
     unity and community; sense of belonging to parish, diocese, wider church 
2. Participation:  
    communication, sense of responsibility, readiness to contribute , freedom 
    to speak and be heard 
3. Mission: 
    being sent, a “go” church, being co-partners with Christ in offering salvation 
    to all. Awareness of those on the margins. 
 
QUESTIONS:  Please feel free to answer 1 or a few or all.  Any replies would be helpful.   
 
Community: 
 
- Who walks with us on the path of our faith and life journey? 
 
- Who can we see on the edge of the path and how might we walk with them? 
 
- What sort of community are we – welcoming, open, judgemental, closed? What can we do 
about it? 
 
- Is our church community thriving or tired? Any suggested remedies? Why do I continue to go 
to Mass? 
 
Participation: 
 
- What is communication like in our parish? Do we feel we belong and have a positive part to 
play? Do we collaborate in plans or show apathy? 
 
- How do we read the “signs of the times” within the church and in society? What do we need 
to take note of? 
 
- “We are the church”. Am I detached and uninterested or do I care about the church of the 
future? If I have children/grandchildren, does the future concern me? 
 
- What part does prayer play in my life? 
 
Mission: 
 
- In what ways does our church community impact on our town/village? Do we make a 
difference? 
 
- Have we good relations with Christians from other denominations? 
 
- Do we need a broader vision of ‘church’? 
 
- What about non-practising Catholics or ‘occasional’ Catholics? Are we content to leave the 
situation as it is – only 20% of baptised Catholics remain faithful to the church. 
 
- What formation would assist our personal and community development? 
 


